FIRST FRENCH PRESENCE IN THE GULF Ol
SAINT LAWRENCE

A View of the Chiteau-Richer, Cape Torment, and Lower End of the Isle of Orleans near Quebee, by Thomas Davies, 1787.
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1- FIRST FRENCH PRESENCES IN THE GOLF OF SAINT LAWRENCE

Indigenous peoples had settled in the Americas for over 5,000 years before Europeans
set foot on the shores of North America.

During primary schooling we were thought that Christopher Columbus discovered
America in 1492 and Jacques Cartier discovered Canada in 1534. In reality, there is the
possibility that Irish monks set foot in Newfoundland in the 6™ century.

St. Brendan and his 17 compagnions arrived at "the Land of Promise of the Saints” which they explored before
returning home with fruit and precious stones found there. Had Brendan reached Newfoundland, using the islands of
the North Atlantic as stepping-stones?

We know that Ireland was the centre fora
vigorous culture during the fifth and sixth
centuries AD, preserving Christian civilization
in Northern Europe after the decline and
collapse of the Roman Empire. During this
period, Irish monks ventured outinto the
North Atlantic in pursuit of some kind of
spiritual or divine mission. They reached the
Hebrides, Orkneys, and Faeroe Islands. The
Norse sagas suggest that Irish monks were
even in Iceland when the Norse settled there
after about 870 AD. Brendan, was bornin
Ireland about 489 and founded a monastery
at Clonfert, Galway. According to legend, he
was in his seventies when he and 17 other
monks set out on a westward voyagein a
curragh, a wood-framed boat covered in sewn
ox-hides. The monks sailed about the North
Atlantic for seven years, according to details
set down in the Navigatio Sancti Brendani
Abbatis in the tenth century.

Irish monument dedicated to 5t. Brendan located in Kerry Co. West coast

In1976 and 1977, the adventurer Tim Severin demonstrated that such a voyage was possible by building the Brendan, a
replica of a curragh, and sailing it to Newfoundland. This voyage was published in the National Geographic magazine. If
Irish monks did voyage across the Atlantic and back, then their achievement was historically very significant, for Ireland
was the target of Viking raids before the end of the eighth century, and it is perhaps through the Irish that the Norsemen
learned about other lands further to the west.

In addition, well before the first great explorers landed in North America, the whale and
cod fishers were practicing their trade on the Grand Banks of N.L. During the years
around 1,000 A.D., the Vikings were regularly coming to Newfoundland. The discovery
of their campsites at Anse-aux-Meadows is a solid proof of their presence. It has been
recognised by UNESCO as a protected historical site. It has also become a major
touristic attraction in Newfoundland. The Vikings were hunting whales and catching cod.

The Viking Leif Eriksson was the first sailor to set foot in Newfoundland in year 1000.

He was surnamed Leif the happy and he was the son of Erik the Red. Archaeologists

have long known that Viking seafarers set sail for the New World around A.D. 1000. A
popular Icelandic saga tells of the exploits of Leif Eriksson, a Viking chieftain from




Greenland who sailed westward to seek his fortune. According to the saga, Eriksson
stopped long enough on Baffin Island to walk the coastd named Helluland, an Old
Norse word meaning "stone-slab land"d before heading south to a place he called
Vi nl and Newfaurdiand)d s

In the 1960s two Norwegian researchers, Helge Ingstad and Anne Stine Ingstad
discovered and excavated the Viking base camp at L'Anse aux Meadows on the
northern tip of Newfoundlandd the first confirmed Viking outpost in the Americas. Dated
to between 989 and 1020, the camp boasted three Viking halls, as well as an
assortment of huts for weaving, ironworking, and ship repair.

Around the year of 1000 Erikson’s ship likely
sailed by Baffin Island and Labrador, before he
stopped in northern Newfoundland (Anse-aux-
Meadows). Winter was coming and the area
Jv had vines and grapes (hence the name,

; Vinland) and tons of salmon.
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Erikson knew he struck gold and so his crew
settled in for the season.

His father died either just before or not long
after Erikson’s return to Greenland so he
became chieftain of that territory. He also
decided that he had ownership over Vinland
) and that any further expeditionsto the area
|| were authorized and taxed by him. It s

e believed that Erikson himself never returned
|| to Vinland, but his siblings did.

Leif Erikson himself did not have any problems, but hostilities eventually arose between
Indigenous groups (possibly the Beothuks, Dorset, or Algonquins) and his siblings. The
Vikingtermforindi genous peopl ed Acaosdingit®Greealanders,thg s

first negative encounter came in year 1005 when Vikings attacked nine Indigenous

people who were just chilling by their boats one day. One of them managed to escape

and that individual came back with a lot of friends. Armed with bows and arrows, they
attacked the Vikings and killed Eri ksonos
between both sides were not always violent as trading supposedly happened between
the two, the Saga of Eric the Red says, t
good | and, their |ives here would al ways
the numbers required for defending a long-lasting settlement and so they decided it

would be best to abandon the settlement.
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Initially, we were under the impression that the Viking adventure in Canada was over

after Thor vhatimdré cemresearah allows us to conclude that the Vikings

came fishing in Newfoundland without permanent settlements. This lasted to about year

1,300 (note 36). Historians are also questioning on the exact location of Vineland. Who

can i magi ne Vi ne sauxgleadows?rOge passible eRplamasor is The

Medieval Warm Period (MWP) note 37. This anomaly was a time of warm climate in the

North Atlantic region lasting from year 950toyear 1250. [t i s i nterest
period coincides almost perfectly with the presence of the Vikings in Newfoundland.

FIRST VIKING VOYAGES TO CANADA 985-1005




Recent research on the Vikingso presence

In the Saga of Erik the Red, a 13th century Icelandic story, intrepid explorer Thorfinn
Karlsefn travels to a land called Hop. There he finds grapes, plentiful supplies of
salmon, barrier sandbars and natives who use animal-hide canoes.

The Viking colony of H6p has long been lost to history, but Birgitta Wallace, a retired
Parks Canada archaeologist, is convinced it was located in modern day New Brunswick

(note43)." The only area on the Atl antic seaboar (

criteria is northeastedm NMeweBr amg¢wicdl, & osh
she described all the evidence that points to the Miramichi-Chaleur Bay area in
particular.

Scholars have theorized for years that Hop could have been located in New England or
New York. However, Wallace discredited those theories, one reason being salmon were
not commonly found in New England or New York but were plentiful in New Brunswick.

Arhe Miramichi and Restigouche river areas have been especially rich in salmono
Wallace said also that grapes, in particular, were important to pinpointing the location of

€ a

Hop. i New Brunswick is the northern I imit of (dra

Prince Edward I sl and or Nova Scotia, O

If confirmed, Hop would become the second Viking settlement in Canada, the other
being LOAnse aux Meadows in Newfoundl and

Birgitta Wallace in
Greenland




2- FIRST FRENCH FISHERS ON THE NEWFOUNDLAND COAST

According to certain historians, the Basques would have discovered Newfoundland in
the 12™ Century. However there is no solid proof yet of that assertion. A detailed study
of the Basque presence in North America was produced by the Erudit group (note 35).
Based on these findings, there would have been only two centuries between the last
Viking expeditions to Newfoundland and the arrival of the other Europeans.

The Venitian Giovanni Caboto (John Cabot in English : Jean Cabot in French) left
Bristol, England in May 1497 and sailed West to Newfoundland arrived there Erobably
around June 24 and returned to England after a 15 day crossing on August 6" 1497.
Although the exact landing location in Newfoundland is disputed, on the 500th-
anniversary celebrations (1997), the governments of Canada and the United Kingdom
designated Cape Bonavista in Newfoundland as the "official" landing place.

Cabot was quickly followed to Newfoundland afterwards by French fishers from 1504,
onwards. France has been one of the first nations to practice migratory fishing off the
coast of Labrador and Newfoundland. It dominated that industry during the 16" and 17"
centuries. The first recording of a French fishing boat crossing goes back to 1504. Four
years later, several French fishing boats were crossing the Atlantic. During the 1520
period, French ports were dispatching between 60 to 90 boats annually and the industry
continued to grow from there. Most fishers were from Britany or Normandy, on the
Northwest coast of France, an ideal location to exploit fishery resources off Labrador
and Newfoundland. A few ships also came from the city of La Rochelle and other
regions such as the Basques fishers who were actively engaged in whale hunting and
fishing.

The first Basque expedition to Newfoundland is recorded as having taken place in 1517
but it is only from 1530 that one can identify a regional settlement. The Basques had
developed fish preservation techniques in Ireland which gave them an edge over their
competition. They were also experts at whale hunting and processing. On the other
hand, the Britany fishers had more expertise in cod fishing and preservation. This
knowledge was eventually shared with the Basques fishers. Hence from there on, the
Basques were fishing cod from Baie de Pl ais
Newfoundland. They were also fishing in the Trepassey, Saint-John and Renews areas.
Another fishing site is recorded at the Strait of Belle-Isle around 1535. A third region is
documented in the Canso Strait (Cape Breton) area around 1560. The Basques were
also very active on the Québec North Shore. Champlain had to negotiate with them in
Tadoussac in 1608 because they were refusing to obey the monopoly of fur trading
awarded by King Henri IV to sieur Pierre Dugua de Mons.

French fishers spent most of their time in Newfoundland and Labrador. To preserve
cod, they used as much the fish in brine and the dry fish techniques. The first process
consisted in heavily salting the cod and let it float in brine. The second technique
consisted in outside drying of cod with a light coating of salt with sun and wind
exposure. The French generally preferred cod in a brine sauce while the Basques,

a n




Britany and Normand consumers preferred dried fish. Merchants were selling cod in
brine on the French market and the dry cod to Southern Europe buyers.

In addition to migratory fishers, a few farming and fishing settlers established

themselves in Newfoundland during the second half of the 17™ century. Most were living

in the French colony of Plaisance (Placentia) established on the Southwest coast of the
Avalon Peninsula. Others were established in the North and South of the island in such

pl aces as Sainte Mari e (.8awrencd)aortynesBurin, Sai nt
Paradise Sound, Grand Banc, Trépasseés (Trepassey which had a bilingual population),

| 6 Ans e HdaBan Modiay, &lerasheen and Harbour Breton.

We will see later on in the chapter on Champlain that he departed from the Port of
Honfleur, Normandy to proceed to the first permanent settlement of Canada. Hence it is
normal to examine briefly French archives related to fishing expeditions coming from
that port earlier on. From 1574 to 1583, it is related that an average of 17 ships were
leaving each year to undertake fishing campaigns on the fishing banks of
Newfoundland. This activity accounted for a third of the port long range operations on a
yearly basis. Cod fishing had become an essential activity. Since Honfleur based sailors
mastered navigation to North America, they were asked to make attempts to
colonisation after religious wars came to an end.

During the last part of the 17" century, the French fishing fleet was almost double the
size as that of England. It numbered 360 vessels transporting up to 20,000 fishers per
year. However during the 18" and 19" centuries, the numerous wars opposing France
and England and the several treaties concluded completely changed the scenery in
Newfoundland.

The first colonisation attempt was led by the Britany, Sieur Troilus de Mesgouez de la
Rochewho in 1578 was named by t heRoyof Temes h Ki
Neuveso but he had not been able to establ
opposition of the English. He was in Honfleur during the spring of 1597 overseeing the
loading of the ship Catherine which was also taking soldiers on board. With them, they

went on fishing on the banks or Newfoundland and made some raids on their enemies

of behalf of the French Crown.
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3- FROM PLAISANCE TO NEWFOUNDLAND

In New-France, the colony of Newfoundland was named Plaisance and not
Newfoundland. The whole island was named Plaisance.

The name Plaisance originates with the Basques in memory of the Basque city of
Guipeicoa, named Plazencia in Spanish. In 1662, Louis XIV ordered the fortification

of the city of Plaisance . A census made in 1680 revealed that 1,700 lived permanently
in Plaisance. From 1663, France decided to impose its sovereignty on the Southern
portion of the island from Cape Race in the East to Cape Ray in the West and on the
surrounding islands. However there was never any formal agreement between the
English and the French about that. This resulted in English colonisers settling in the
French village of Trepassey while French colonisers settled on the West coast and
North all the way to Pointe Riche and Bonavista.

There were hired French labourers working for English farmers and English labourers
hired by French colonisers. This did not settle with local authorities. The Plaisance
Governors were never happy with protestant farmers in their community, whether they
were Huguenots, English or Scottish. Governors had the duty to maintain the catholic
religion as the principal faith of the population.

In general, relations between the French and English were relatively harmonious except
during the wars. Then there were several attacks on one another. From 1692, there
were many pirates in Plaisance-Newfoundland. For a few years, French pirates
captured some 60 English vessels. These pirates were able to supply the colony with
badly needed supplies. Historians believe that if the Plaisance Colony was able to resist
for so long to the English, it was because of the contribution of pirates which terrorised
their enemies. France at that time did not have enough military resources to provide the
necessary security to the colony.

This hero of the History of Canada has been well
documented by the Musée Virtuel de la Nouvelle-France.
Here is an extract of this publication:

Baptised at Ville-Marie on the 20th of July 1661, Pierre Le
Moyne d’lberville is the third of 11 boys and 2 girls born
from the marriage of Catherine Thierry-Primot and the
merchant Charles Le Moyne from Longueuil. Pierre was
educated enough to master a swift and incisive pen. He was
at ease with the king and his ministers. He was also very
cunning, deadly and generous. Had he been Governor of
New France, had he not died at the early age of 45 in Cuba,
North America could have been French.

Pierre Le Moyne d’lberville delivered several battles in the
Hudson Bay, Newfoundland, Louisiana and the Caribbean
islands. The hyperlink below show his various travel through
an interactive map by the Musée de la Nouvelle France.

Pierre Le Moyne d'lberville




Hyperlink: https://www.museedelhistoire.ca/musee-virtuel-de-la-nouvelle-france/les-
explorateurs/pierre-le-moyne-diberville-1686-1702/

English pirates were also very active in Newfoundland in those years. During the 1690

to 1692 period, the English pirates tried to destroy Plaisance. It is why the French
decided to make a spectacular raid against English pirates. The French expedition was

|l ed by Pierre Le MbyaOeé) doHbsrsul hemélwai
During the winter 1696-1697, with a three ship fleet with 200 Canadian infantry men and
several friendly Abenaquis, he launched a devastating attack on practically all English
settlements in Newfoundland. His troops massacred some 200 Englishmen and made
some 700 prisoners. They destroyed more than 370 fishing boats. At the end of the
expedition in March 1697, all the English retained were the small villages of Bonavista

and Carbonear. During that period of fourmont hs, dol bervi Il |l e made

English settlements including the capital

renamed SaintJean.l t was the most i mportant campai gf

French had never struck the English so hard and for them it was mission accomplished.
For the British, these excessive massacres, pillages and fires were categorised as
barbaric in the true tradition of the Abenaquis.

During the summer 1702, English pirates set fire to vine plants in Trepassey, at Sainte
Marie, at Colinet and Saint Laurent. They also destroyed the fort at lle Saint-Pierre.
Regularly English and French committed these destructions of one another facilities.

In 1706, Philippe Pastour de Costebelle, taking advantage of the presence of Canadian
and Acadian ships forced to take shelter in Plaisance for the winter, hired their sailors to
run a raid on English posts in Newfoundland. Lieutenant Joseph de Brouillan de Saint-
Ovide led the expedition which included 200 men. They departed in the direction of St.

J o h n 6 slisemlraxked discretely at night and attacked Fort Guillaume with a lot of
force during the early hours. Very rapidly they took control of the fort. They had no

di fficulty either in taking over the two
to the English. The French Commander made 800 prisoners including Major Lloyd,
Governor of the English establishments on the island. Saint-Ovide ordered the
demolition of the three forts and returned to Plaisance. This was the second time St.
Johnds had been c ondnuléld,ehd Briosih Navyhadgacked Peaisande .
with a fleet of 15 ships, 900 canons and 4,000 men but it failed with this attempt. This
was however a short lived victory for the French. In Europe, France lost a number of
battles which led to their withdrawal of the Netherlands and the 1713 Utrecht Treaty
which followed, forced France to cede certain territories in North America to England.
Hence from 1713 to 1783, Newfoundland fisheries were shared with the English in the
Northern part (including St. John) and the French in the Southern part (including
Plaisance).
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The 1713 Utrecht Treaty was giving E ngland the sovereignty over Newfoundland

and was forbidding the permanent colonisation of the island by the French . On

the other hand, it allowed France to use the North coast from Bonavista to Pointe Riche

for performing seasonal fishing. French fishers were allowed to catch fish and make it

dry on the so called AFrench Shoreo. Howeve
fishing season was over in September.

The Utrecht Treaty made the whole island an English colony but the French could

stay in the Southern portion which includes Plaisance under the condition that

they swear allegiance to the English Queen.  Some settlers agreed to that but during

the spring 1714, some of them returned to France. Others decided to move on to Ile

Royale (Cape Breton) which was under French control. They settled in Port Dauphin

(formerly Sainte-Anne), Saint-Pi er re ( St . Pet efThisgrpup encludedL oui s
116 men, 10 women and 23 children. At that time, Tle Royale replaced Plaisance as the

North Atlantic military and commercial base for France.

Plaisance had 3 forts under the F rench presence (1662 -1713) and the British
added two more forts afterwards after renaming the village Placentia

In 1658, given the state of war between France and England, Louis XIV put Captain

Nicolas Gargot in charge of the Port of Plaisance and gave him the land concession
running over a depth of 26 Alieuso in this
Commission designated Nicolas Gargot as the Count of Plaisance and Governor of the
island. In 1663, the population of Plaisance was estimated at 200 people, including

soldiers, farmers and fishers.

Recognising the strategic importance of this island, Louis XIV ordered the building of
the Fort de Plaisance fortification in 1662. This fort was built on a plateau on Mount
Pleasant, East of the village. It was constituted of wooden piles and earth ramparts. It
was equipped with 32 canons to protect the Port entrance. This fort had a garrison of 25
soldiers. This number increased to 150 in 1704. It reflected the growing importance of
Plaisance for the French fishing fleet. In 1662, Louis XIV named Thalour de Perron as
Governor.
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However, Thalour de Perron did not have the profile of a governor. He is mostly busy
with hunting and playing games. The inhabitants became quickly disenchanted with
their leader and the colony was a mess. In 1663, the soldiers rebelled and executed the
Governor, his brother and the chaplain. Meanwhile the colony suffered misery and
famine.

In 1663, Captain Nicolas Gargot, was en route to Québec with a planned stop in
Plaisance. He had on board the new Governor of New France, De Mésy as well as

Quebecbds first Bishop, De Laval. They dropp

detachment of soldiers, supplies and ammunitions. Plaisance had become a fortified
post with some 200 soldiers, farmers and fishers.

Why was Plaisance important to France? First because French fishers had fished there
for over 160 years and cod fishing brought revenues five times more important to
France than the fur trade.

However, Fort de Plaisance was not equipped to properly defend the colony and in
1687, France built Fort Royal at the top of a mountain facing Plaisance and the bay
entrance. The British renamed it Castle Hill in 1714.

A third fort named Fort Louis (Fort Saint -Louis according to Google and Wikipedia)

was builtin 1691 onthe Northi J er sey 6 si de of the harbour.

300 steps with two bastions. It had a stone structure with 16 feet high walls and 8 feet
wide. It included the Governor house and army barracks.

Fort Louis and Fort Royal remained operational until the end of the French regime in
Plaisance in 1713. Thanks to these fortifications, its soldiers and the skills of the
inhabitants of this small colony, Plaisance was never conquered. However the Utrecht
Treaty that year forced France to abandon its colony. Why was this colony important for
the French economy? In 1712, the French Marine Minister Pontchartrain wrote that this
port produced between 3-4 million pounds(t oday 6 s e ¢$82-$%18 mikiam)tper o f
year worth of fishery products. It was clear that the British were keen in taking complete
control of this resource.

British possession: Their first move was to rename Plaisance for Placentia. They
renamed Fort Royal as Castle Hill and the only made minor modifications. The

i mportance of Placentia rapi dl ymoredethledn e d
description of the 3 forts built during the French period can be found at note 38.

Historical moment: The abandoning of Plaisance by France became a historical
turning point because the British gradually blocked the French access to its Canadian
colony. The fall of Louisbourg in 1778 followed by that of Québec in 1759 and Montreal
in 1760 closed this chapter. Hence one can say that the fall of Plaisance was the
beginning of the end for New France &

The following is an overview and mapping of the 5 forts which were built in Plaisance-
Placentia from 1662 for Fort de Plaisance, to the New Fort in 1740. Currently only
Castle Hill is standing with its visitors centre. As for the current installation in Placentia
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(Plaisance) there are ruins of fort, stone walls and artillery batteries as well as six
smoothbore cannons. Thousands of authentic artefacts have been unearthed onsited
cannon balls, fishhooks, tools, ceramics and more. Interactive exhibits at the Visitor

Centre further unv etorhhistoty ef this mnpréssivie,ibatteet i on 6 s

hardened military installation. Parks Canada operates the visitor centre during the
summer season.

Plaisance-Placentia had 5 forts

@ Fortde Plaisance 1662, Fort Royal 1687, Fort Louis 1691, »4
Fort Frederick 1721 and New Fort 1740

NV
i

Recognising the strategicimportance of
this island, Louis XIV ordered the building
of the Fort de Plaisance fortificationin
1662. Some historians also call it “Le Vieux
Fort”. This fort was built on a plateau on
Mount Pleasant, East of the village. It was
constituted of wooden piles and earth
ramparts. It was equipped with 32 canons
to protect the Portentrance.

In 1663, Captain Nicolas Gargot landed in
Plaisance accompanied by the new New
France Governor and the first New France
Bishop, Monseigneur de Lavalto Québec.
They disembarked several famers and their
families there. Plaisance had become a
colony of 200 people including soldiers,
farmers and fishers. Why was Plaisance
important to France? First because French
fishers had fished there for over 160 years
and cod fishing brought revenues five times
more important to France than the fur
trade.

Fort de Plaisance
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@ Fort de Plaisance— Le Vieux Fort

*
Fort Rayal

Tawn Point Fort de Plaisance
Le Vieux Fort

-
Mount
Fleasant

]

Placentia

£
By

Service
Canada

Placentia

Fort de Plaisance has a rich historical past. It
was an important first step in France’s
intention to defend her interests in the North
Atlantic cod fishery. Plaisance was settled to
prevent English expansion into southern
Newfoundland. Fish was vital as a source of
protein and as a source of wealth for the
merchants and the Kingdom of France. Recent
archeological investigations reveal that the
fort was 6.6 m wide and 20 m in length. It was
divided in 2 rooms with stone walls and a
wooden roof. It had barracks for its soldiers.
Artifacts recovered include copper buttons
and buckles, a silver ring, a larding needle,
iron fragments, gunflints, various types of
ceramic wares and tobacco pipes. To date,
only a small fraction of the site has been
excavated.

Source: The Oxford Companion to Military History, Oxford University Press

o historique‘ )
: b ort Royal 1687
national de Castle Hill ¥,
= castle Hill 1714

PD 2020

New Fort 1740

Fort Frederic
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Today’s view from Fort Royal-Castle Hill

. "

Over time, Fort de Plaisance was not equipped to properly defend the colony and in 1687,
France built Fort Royal at the top of a mountain facing Plaisance and the bay entrance. The
walls were made of stone and a battery of cannons was installed. The fort was also the
Governor residence. This fort was slightly upgraded by the British when they took
possession in 1714 and renamed it “Castle Hill”. Nowadays, the site is maintained and
promoted by Parks Canada. The visitors centre is opened to the public during the summer
season with actors dressed as soldiers.

15




Remains of New Fort today R

Built over the ruins of Fort Louis M@E :

e __--___—;;_g».-ig

s B8 & ,
A third fort, Fort Louis, named after King Louis XIV was built in 1691 on the North "Jersey side
of the harbour. It had a circumference of 300 steps with two bastions. It had a stone structure
with 16 feet high walls and 8 feet wide. It included the Governor house and army barracks.
There was a wooden fence protected by 26 canons deployed in 3 batteries aimed at different
potential targets. The fort was attacked in 1692 during the King William war. This confrontation
was called the “Battle of Placentia” and the French were able to resist. Google, Wikipedia and
some historians also call this fort “Saint-Louis”. In 1740, the British decided to build the “New
Fort” on the ruins of Fort Louis.

@ Fort Louis 1691

Fort Louis, Plaisance
s Original Fort

= Proposed changes after 1707

Source: Corner Brook Museum & Archives, NL
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Today’s view of Fort Frederick, Fort Louis/New Fort location
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Fort Frederick 1721

The Utrecht Treaty of 1713 changed the
history of Newfoundland and New
France. The colony was abandoned

definitely by France and a number of
French settlers were transferred to lle
Royale (Cape Breton) where the
construction of the Louisbourg Fortress
was started.

As for Plaisance, it was renamed
Placentia. The British had already made
their decision to make of St. John’s, the
capital of Newfoundland and Placentia

lost its former strategic importance.

This being said, Placentia’s very rich
history could yet be enhanced through
the reconstruction of Fort Louis, New

Fort and Fort Frederick




New Fort 1740

After the English takeover of
the town in 1714, Fort Louis
was occupied for several years
before being abandonedin the
early 1720s when Fort Frederick
was completed on the west
side of the Gut. In the 1740s,
British engineers once again
returned to the site of Fort
Louis and built anotherfort
uponits ruins. The New Fort,
as it was unceremoniously
named, featured atleast six
buildings (powder magazine,
storehouse, barracks and
residencesfor the governor,
officers, gunners and store
per)inside a re-config:
fortification. Apparently, the
two primary French ramparts
were rebuilt for the British guns
and underground rooms
(casemates) were placed into
the western rampart. The New
Fort lasted for several decades
beforeit too fell into ruin,
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By being chased from Plaisance through the Utrecht Treaty in 1713, France had to
move its Atlantic defensive pillar to lle Royale (Cape Breton) and they immediately
started the construction of the Fortress of Louisbourg.

In 1713, France had built Port Dauphin and a limited naval support base at the former
site of Fort Sainte-Anne. However, the winter icing conditions of the harbour led the
French to choose another harbour on the southeastern part of lle Royale. The harbour,
being ice-free and well protected, soon became a winter port for French naval forces on
the Atlantic seaboard and they named it Havre Louisbourg after King Louis XIV .

Things were relatively calm until the Fortress was besieged in 1745 by a New England
force backed by a Royal Navy squadron. The New England attackers succeeded when
the fortress capitulated on June 16, 1745. In 1748, the Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, which
ended the War of the Austrian Succession, restored Louisbourg to France in return for
territory gained in the Austrian Netherlands and the British trading post at Madras in
India. Maurepas, the Ministre de la marine, was determined to have it back. He
regarded the fortified harbour as essential to maintaining French dominance in the
fisheries of the area.

Britain's American colonies were expanding into areas claimed by France by the 1750s,
and the efforts of French forces and their Indian allies to seal off the westward passes
and approaches through which American colonists could move west soon led to the
skirmishes that developed into the French and Indian War in 1754. The conflict widened
into the larger Seven Years' War by 1756, which involved all major European powers.

A large-scale French naval deployment in 1757 fended off an attempted assault by the
British. However, with inadequate French naval support the following year, a large
British combined land and sea operation led to the capitulation of Louisbourg on July
26, 1758 after a siege of six weeks. The fortress was used by the British as a launching
point for its 1759 Siege of Quebec that culminated in the Battle of the Plains of
Abraham. In 1760 the British conquered Ville-Marie (Montreal) and this brought an end
of New France.

Baie Saint -Georges Newfoundland:

Some French fishing villages remained in NL over time but its French population was
forced to assimilate into the English speaking society. Between 1820 and1860, a larger
number of Acadians arrived to Newfoundland. Most of them originated from Cape
Breton and the Magdalen Islands. Several set up at Baie Saint George which in 1830
had a population of 1200 persons. A good number of them were farmers but others
were fishers of cod, lobster and herring. The French presence in Baie Saint George was
so important that the Catholic Church sent a priest there in 1850. At the end of that
century, several Acadians were established on the Port-au-Port peninsula located at
Baie Saint George. There is a good account of that related to the Baie Saint-George
community (note 7).
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Saint -Pierre and Mique lon:

Following the defeat, the British and the French signed the Treaty of Paris in 1763
whereby France lost all its North American colonies but was able to retain the small
islands of Saint-Pierre and Miquelon for its fishing fleet. French fishing rights (with the
exception of Saint-Pierre and Miquelon) dating back several centuries in the
Newfoundland and Labrador waters came to a close in 1904 through a friendly accord
between France and England.

After 1904, France located all its fishing activities in the North Atlantic in the Saint-Pierre
and Miquelon archipelago. Saint-Pierre is the smaller island but home to 86% of the
population. Miquelon is constituted of three peninsulas. The archipelago is one of seven
French territories in the Americas and the total population is 6,274 persons.

On the occasion of the French
Revolution (1789), the Acadian
community which had escaped the 1755
2 deportation, suddenly left the island of
Miquelon to find a refuge at the iles-de-
¥=1 la-Madeleine. The Saint-Pierre
ll Republicans were brutally defeated by
M the British in 1793. However through the
™ 1814 restauration of Louis XVIII, the
4 British ceded back the islands to France
f| in 1816 and it remained that way ever
since.

City of Saint-Pierrre
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4- JACQUES CARTIER

JACQUES CARTIER

Jacques Catrtier, sailor (born between June 7 and December 23 1491 at Saint-Malo,
France; died on September 1, 1557 at Saint-Malo, France). Here is the best description
of Cartierbés first expedition dcaessi@gaheada.
interactive map: https://www.museedelhistoire.ca/musee-virtuel-de-la-nouvelle-
france/les-explorateurs/jacques-cartier-1534-1542/
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We do not know how Cartier got initiated to sailing, but Saint-Malo, was during that
period, one of the most important ports of Europe. In 1524, he would have accompanied
Giovanni da Verrazzano and participated to the unofficial exploration of the French king.
His past is not well documented. Employed as a sailor at an early age, Cartier and his
companions sailed along the French coasts and then on to Newfoundland and South
America (Brazil). Some ten years later, Jacques Cartier is a seasoned navigator and

King Francois I mandates him to officially explore North America. There is no doubt

that the maritime route he takes is familiar to him. It is in a favourable political context
that this AMalouin navigatoro was chosen
voyage.

Towards the New Lands

On March 19 1534, Cartier received his marching orders to « faire le voyage de ce
royaume es Terres Neuvespourdescouvrir certaines yles
doi bt trouver @traatrestrichgscloses». t ® door

On April 20, 1534, Cartier departs Saint-Malo with two ships and a crew of 61 sailors. In
only 20 days, he reaches Newfoundland. The exploration takes place first along the
territory already known by the Bretons fishermen. He starts with the Belle-Isle strait area
and heads south in the direction of Cape Ray and then on to the lles-de-la-Madeleine
and lles-Saint-Jean (PEI) but he did not recognise it as an island.

Lie and possession

Cartier then moves on to Baie of Chaleur on July 7, 1534 where he meets with a band
of Micmacs. Both parties exchanged a few presents which is considered as the first
commercial exchange between the French and the Indigenous peoples.

Shortly after, Cartier reaches the Gaspé Bay. More than 200 Iroquois from Stadaconé
(Québec) are there to fish. Initially faithful and cordial, relations sour when on July 24,
Cartier takes possession of the territory. The 30ft high cross erected at Pointe-
Penouille, appears inconvenient to Donnacona, the Iroquois Chief. Fearing the
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consequences of this unhappiness, Cartier lies in describing the cross as an
insignificant navigation beacon.

On July 25, he leaves the Gaspé area, heading for the Golf of Saint Lawrence. After
navigating along the Anticosti Island, he heads back for Saint-Malo, arriving there on
September 5. At that point, he has yet to discover the Saint Lawrence River.

Indigenous peoples revelations :

Jacques Cartier arrived in France with two precious trophies: Domagaya and
Taignoagny, the sons of Donnacona who have been persuaded to follow them. They
talk to Cartier about the Saint Lawrence River and the Kingdom of Saguenay, which
became the target for the second voyage. It started on May 19, 1535 and Cartier was
very convincing. His crew had doubled and he now had three ships: la Grande
Hermine, la Petite Hermineand| 6 £ m®r i | | on.

Fifty days after their departure, a first vessel anchored on the coast of Newfoundland.
On July 26™ the fleet is reunited and the exploration resumes. On August 10", the day
of the Saint Lawrence, the explorer gives the name of that saint to a small bay but
cartographers later on will apply it to the « grand fleuve de Hochelaga et chemyn de
Canada » which leads to the interior of the continent « si loing que jamais homme
nodéavoi tboa. s whbch weutranslate as so far that never a man has reached the
end.
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Jacques Cartier (1535-1536)
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From Saguenay to Hochelaga (Montreal)

SailingontherivertoSt adacon® ( Qu®bec City), the ships
mouth of the Saguenay River. Cartier set his headquarters on River Sainte Croix (St.
Charles River in Québec City) and five days later, he embarks on the Emerillon ship and
heads for Hochelaga (Montreal). He left the ship at Lac Saint-Pierre (Trois-Rivieres) and
continues on row boats to the Hochelaga Iroquois village on October 2.

Almost 2,000 persons live there. The island and the village are dominated by a
mountain which he names Mont Royal. His hosts talk to him about the riches of the
West Country and also those of the Royaume du Saguenay. The rapids present at the
North and South of the island of Montreal, prevent him to pursue further West. Cartier
has to return to the Saint Charles River where he notes that relations with the Iroquois
have deteriorated. An early winter menaces the French.

Isolation, cold and scurvy

From mid-November, ships were imprisoned in ice. December starts with an epidemic
of scurvy. Hit first, the Iroquois are slow to deliver the secret of the anedda, herbal tea
based on white cedar. It will save them. However 25 Frenchmen died out of 100 of
them.

On May 3, Cartier had a cross planted where they spent the winter. The same day, he

captures 10 Iroquois, including Donnacona, the only one to be able to tell the king what
marvels the country had available.
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The return voyage started three days later, without the Petite Hermine. Passing by
Newfoundland, Cartier discover the straight that bears the name of discoverer Giovanni
Caboto. On July 16, 1536, Cartier arrived at Saint-Malo.

The colonisation of C anada

On October 17, 1540, Francois 1°" asks Cartier to return to Canada with the view of
setting the bases for colonisation. He woul[d
However on January 15, 1541, Jean-Francois de La Roque de Roberval, a Huguenot
courtier, supplant Cartier.

Authorised by Roberval to leave, while he awaits the delivery of artillery pieces and
other goods, Jacques Cartier leaves Saint-Malo on May 23, 1941. He leads 5 ships well
equi pped with food for two years inSanwuding |t
Brieux and the Georges. 1,500 persons travel with him. The crossing lasted more than
three months.

Except for a young girl, all Iroquois died in France. Cartier acknowledges the death of
Donnacona but he pretends that the others had decided to stay in France where they
lived like lords, that they got married and that they did not want to return to Canada.

Being no longer welcome to S tadaconé, farmers settled at the base of Cap Rouge
named Charlesbourg Royal. T his was a disastrous experience. Charlesbo  urg
Royal (1541 -1542), close to Québec City, became the first French establishment in
North America.
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This community of 400 inhabitants survived its first winter despite the severe cold and
the Stadaconé Iroquois attacks and those of other villages.

Established in 1541 by Jacques Cartier during his third and last voyage Charlesbourg-

Royal was a two-level community. There was a fort at the bottom of the cape and

another one on the top near the mouth of the Cap Rouge River. Built at 40 metres

above the shore line, the upper fort provided an ideal defence position. The lower fort

was protected from the wind and provided docking facilities for ships. The two forts had
three towers. Named after Charles “du doéooOrl ®
Charlesbourg-Roy al ser ved as e@saeltas that d 400 setdessiduriegn c

the winter 1541-1542. During that period, relations with the natives were difficult and

several farmers died from scurvy.

In June 1542, Cartier leaves the Saint Lawrence valley with the survivors. While in
Newfoundland, he came across Roberval who was on his way to Québec. Cartier did
not want to turn back and headed for Saint-Malo arriving in September.

As for Roberval, he headed for Charle shourg -Royal and spent the 1542 -43 wint er
there. After experiencing a harsh winter, scurvy and adversity with the natives, he
repatriated all survivors to France in 1543.

In August 2006, Jean Charest, Premier of Québec and Yves Chrétien, an archeologist,
announced the discovery of the Charlesbourg-Royal establishment long lost at Cap-
Rouge. Fragments of Italian ceramic (1540-1550) were found as well as wood pieces
dating back to the XVI™ century.

Jacques Cartier Museum , Limoilou (St. Malo), France
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